Fifty years of carotid surgery--hail and farewell?
The operation of carotid endarterectomy (CEA) has had an eventful 50 years. This report reviews the literature comparing the outcome of CEA with that of medical therapy, angioplasty and stenting. A review of the published randomised trials. After 50 years, CEA is still the gold standard in the management of severe symptomatic carotid artery disease. It is doubtful, however, that in another 50 years it will continue to retain that pre-eminence.